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By JESSI TODDEN
Surprise Today
I Community Initiatives
‘Team has met with El
times in the past few weeks to
discuss housing developments
The city and the base are
working on three subdivisions
Rancho El Mirage and an
unnamed third parcel near the
“We have open and honest
communication that’s going

he Luke Air Force Base
Mirage city officials several
and base encroachment.
together — Thompson Ranch,
Agua Fria River.
both ways,” said Rusty Mitch-

ell, director of the Luke Com-
‘munity Initiatives Team. *(The
relationship) is‘critical so Luke
can protect its mission of what
we're doing out here at the base
as well:as assist the surrounding
communities.”

The team was developed to
keep the lines of communica-
tion open. The team focuses on
housing development.

“Luke isnot here to close or
stifle any growith in any of the
surrounding cities,” said Mitch-
ell, who regularly attends.coun-
cil meetings and s a'retired
lieutenant colonel from Luke.

See Communication,’AS

Communication improves

From A1

Mayor Robert Robles said
because of the development of
the Luke team, the communica-
tion between it-and the city has
never been better.

“We’'re meeting, we're talk-
ing, they'ré coming to-our
meetings, théy re becoming
involved i El Mirage,” he said
“This is just the beginning.”

The Luke team is currently
working with 13 political enti-
ties throughout the West Valley
including 11 cities and boththe
county and state governments.

“We’ll riieet with.anyone.
within the box,” said Mary Jo
May, Luke spokeswoman.

The box is the 2001 state-
legislated 280 square miles
atound the base. Anyone within
the box must first consult Luke

* ‘before developing any land.

May said since legislation
was passed requiring anyone
developing within the:box:to
first consult Luke their work-
load has tripled and the com-
munity initiatives team was cre-
ated to curb some of that work
load. p

Mitchell recently asked
Dietz Crane Homes to reduce
the housing density in‘an El
Mirage planned development
called Rancho EI Mirage.

“We’re always encouraging:
low density housing around the
base,” May said.

May said Mitchell is in the
process of adding several com-
munity planners and a legal
person to his staff.

Luke averages 170 flights
per day throughout the year.
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By PATRICK O’GRADY
Surprise Today
ne development plan
approved by the city of.
Surprise in May that
angered local and state officials
because it brought homies
beneath the Luke ‘Air Force
Base noise contours will be get-
ting a rezoning at the develop-
er’s request.

The city’s Planning and Zon-
ing Commission was scheduled
to hear a request from Sierra
Verde developer representatives
to change the land use for more
than 100 acres to conform with
Luke officials’ requests for
more employment and commer-
cial uses in the noise contours.

It’s a move the city believed
the developer did not have to
take, but is thankful they did.

“T'think what we’ve proven
is that a city, a developer and
the base can work together to
achieve compliance,” said Sur-
prise Mayor Jodn. Shafer.

Sierra Verde, north of Wad-
dell Road'and west of Litch-
field Road, was-one of three
final plans passed by the City
Council at the end of May that
brought a maelstrom of criti-
cism from state and national
officials about putting homes
within the noise contours.

City officials maintain that
through the passage of the three
developments — including
Mountain Gate and Litchfield
Manor — were done because:
the City Council had little

choice and the property. rights
in each had been vested:

“I think Sierra Verde was
one where our original belief is
that it was allowed under (the
law),” said acting City Attorney
Jeff Blilie. “We're still awaiting
an opinion from the Attorney
General’s Office on that; but
this will eliminate that need.”

The Arizona Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office is reviewing infor-
mation from the'city but has not
issued-an opinion about
whether the developments-met
the vested zoning requirements.
The developer also believes
they could have moved forward
with the-project without any
changes.

“There is no question that
we have a valid, approved plan;
on that property and that we
could move forward,” said
attorney Paul Gilbert, who rep-
tesents the Sierra Verde devel-
opment.

Gilbert said the development
sought a rezoning for all the
1and under the noise contours
because Shafer called and
requested that they look at such
achange:

“Frankly, the mayor was

< very persuasive, and frankly the
. city cooperated with us‘to make

it worth our while,” he said.

The Planning and Zoning
Commission was scheduled to
hear‘the case Tuesday with
public hearings before the City
Council at the end of July and
again in September,




