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he West Valley has a

lcbbyxst in the expand-

ing effort to save Luke
Air Force Base.

A consortium of cities and
groups has raised $99,000 and
hired Washington, D.C.-based
David O’Brien and Associates
to lobby on behalf of saving the
base during the next round of -
closures, said Peoria Mayor
John Keegan, whose city
headed the effort.

“It became. apparent that it
was extremely critical to get
someone on board nghl awgy Pt
he said: EaNAReS

The firm was hned dunng
the past two weeks, just as
about $14 million in an appro-
priations bill designed to pur-
chase land around Luke for pro-
tection was moving thmugh the
U.S. Senate.

The two moves are positive
steps forward for the region in
its effort to protect the base
from residential encroachment
and protect l!s mission, Keegan
said.

“Hopefully, we’ll get all the

* pieces together,” he said. “It’s a
lot of progress for two weel

Representatives from the
firm will be in the Valley July
28 and 29 to learn more about
the base and the issues it has, -
Keegan said.

Peoria contributed $25, 000
from this fiscal year and is.
planning the same amount s next
year. Other Valley cities—
most whose borders in some
way come close to the base —
have made contributions. :
Southwest Valley cities Avon- -

* dale and Goodyear have glven
$5,000 and $10,000, respective-
ly, and Surprise gave $15, 000
to the effort..

Surprise was r(mndly criti-
cized for approving three final &
development plans at the end of -
May that would bring homes up
to and within ﬂ'le base’s nolse -

were riot approved.

byist had been hired.

conmnrs. The city didso
because officials said they
facing lawsuits if the plans

: “We feel very lucky we were
. able to give $30,000 on this
2 es highly rec-

Shafer said there isn’t a West
Vlallay city that wants Luke to

While the Arizona Attorney
General’s Office is looking into .
the appmval preliminary

review by the office indicates

the city may have had no choice

but to approve the plans. side have joined in on this
Surprise Maym' Joan Shnfer, . effort, and we’re hoping that

saves Luke,” she sai
Glendale, a late con
in the program, plans to kick in

a target of the criticism, said -
she was pleased to hear a Job-

Base However, it doesn't surpnse me

that the developers don’t seem to be
the right direction. At the June 16 willing to work in good faith with the
meeting, they voted to begin the city.to develop a good working rela-
cessto change the zoning of the tionship and do what’s best for all. The
oject, rezoning it from resi-  developers only seem to be interested

fdenual to commercial and busme‘&s

legal opinion was given and they “were
adgvalged that they were within their
rights, but it 3 lawsuit
by the develo] Tappla

stepping up 1o the plate and ¢
what the residents of Surprise want
and what was right.

The developer’s attorney. dxd 058
mreat_eq ity with a lawsuit and
sition that the owner of the
perty has the legal right under state

in their own personal gain and not the
overall good of the community. This
develcper has already been anted. the

*'maximum density allowed for the

Kenl Farms I project and should be
ﬁaﬁva of that and be willing to
ise on this portion of the
p 0] hcl%he city, the Air Force
and the state. We simply cannot afford
to lose $1.4 billion annual revenue in
‘the Northwest Valley or the state for *
that matter. It is not the city’s responsi-
bility to ensure the pmbabxh!y of the

~ developers, but to do what is best for
- the community. So let’s all give this

newly elected mayor and City Council

PIO]
law to develop the propeﬂy atone
dmnaw

house per acre. It is unf a chance to do what’s right and start

thedeveloper is not willing to work WOl'klﬂS with them.

ith the city and cnmﬁtmmseto do
what is right for the city of Sugnse : . Surpme Planning and Zonmg
,Aand 1!51es1dems and Luke Air - Commission

Conshnt embarrnsment

* I 'was not surprised that Maym' Sha-
fer has embarrassed Surprise again.
Leopards and the mayor never change
their spots. Her escapades are now
constant fodder for the newspapers.
Her only defense is to say that her -
attorneys made her do it. Campaign
promises mean nothing to her. She has
‘broken faith with the voters, an;
Gov. Napolitano and Sen. McCain a
catered to the developers, as usual. Thy
cny is now undaftl;ge tlhxeat of al W

has always ‘been 4 staunch Supporter of
Luke Air Force Base. He has spoken
volumes against encroachment and has
- pleaded with evaryene tosavethe
‘base. After losing his bid for mayor, he
asked all of his supporters to vote for
Joan Shafer. He praised her in the
newspapers. He sent out liperamw tout-
ing her virtues. What cou
been thmkmg? He has hell
back into the henhou
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