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Luke looks to land protéctive Zone

By AMANDA MYERS
Surprise Today

¢ ederal and state leaders
unveiled a $27.3 million

plan March 18 to buy

land around Luke Air Force

Base in an effort to protect the

West Valley military aifield

from encroachment.

At anews conference at
Goodyear City Hall, Arizona
Sens. John McCain and Jon Kyl
and Gov. Janet Napolitano
detailed the plan that calls for
purchasing more than 2,100
acres of land around Luke. The
buying could start by summer.

“This is a solid step forward
to end encroachment of Luke
Air Force Base,” said McCain,
calling the plan “a big win” for
the base and its neighbors.

The strategy i$ to purchase

273 acres around the base’s
planned Munitions Storage
Area'for about $6 million. An
additional $21.3 million will be
used to buy about 1,768 acres
under Luke’s departure corridor
that leads to the Barry M. Gold-
water Range, said McCain and
Kyl.

Air Force officials estimate
the purchase could take 18 to
24 months. Officials anticipate
environmental studies for land
within the departure corridors
will be complete by April with
the the purchase of the first
piece of land by June, providing
landowners inthe area agree to
sell for the price the govern-
ment is offering.

Price has been a major stick-
ing point in discussions of buy-
ing-land around Luke. Land-
owners — mostly farmers who,

have worked the land for
decades — seek-amounts in line
with what others received.
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" shakes out will depend on’

_ Most of that land was sold to
developers building houses.

McCain said he was looking
to pay fair value for the proper-
ty, but not to overpay for the
property..

“Property owners will be
fairly compensated, but no one
should expect to get rich here,“
he said.

Napolitano said the plan was
made possible by the persis-
tence of Kyl, McCain and oth
officials in helping the state

receive two years of appropria-
tions,

“In Arizona, we are fighting
the best we can to make sure

The money represents two
years of appropriations from the
federal government that was
targeted by Fighter County
Pan‘.nershlp, a group of West: -~
Valley cities and business lead-
ers that sought ways to protect
what is a roughly $2 billion a
year economic impact to the
region.

The group took the idea
from a plan by Nevada and Las -
Vegas officials in an effort to
save Nellis Air Force Base

| from similar encroachment
problems. '

Local and state officials have
sought ways to preserve the
base in light of the federal Base-

Realignment and Closure Com-
mission that will begin meeting
this year. It is estimated the
“commission will propose about
25 percent of bases nationwide
 be closed when recommenda- .
“tions are released in 2005.

. expected to be affected by the
e forum; offis.

How the land buying plan

whether landowners are wxl
m sell at the government’s -
price. The Air Force will have a
Stakeholders Forum at 7 p.m.
March 31 at the Peoria City
Council Chambers, 8401 W.
Monroe St., to go into detail on
the acquisition process:

The forum is open to the
public and will feature repre-
sentatives of Air Education and

. Training Command, the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers, and
the 56th Fighter Wing. -

Letters will be sent out t}us A
week inviting approximately 50
property owners who are

Wﬂk&h 2
cials said.

Amanda Myers may be
reached at 876-2513 or
amyers@aztrib.com.




