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may favor Luke

By ANNIE KARSTENS
Surprise Today

although the Pentagon’s criteria bodes
well for Luke, the threat of closure is

I ocal lawmakers say Luke Air
Force Base is still a possible
target for closure despite

recent developments in the Pentagon

that appear to work in favor of presery-
ing the base.

The Pentagon has announced its cri-
teria for the nation’s next round of mil-
itary base closures with the focus pri-
marily on the military value of
facilities, including land available for
training and available airspace.

In Arizona, the five major bases that
could be affected by the closures are

. Luke in Glendale, Davis-Monthan Air

Force Base in Tucson, Fort Huachuca
in Sierra Vista, the Yuma Proving
Ground and the Yuma Marine Corps
Air Station.

Peoria Mayor John Keegan said that

ever-present, :

“Some of the criteria are things like
the ‘ability for a base and the surround-
ing civilian areas to absorb a large
influx of service men and women in
the event of an all out war,” Keegan
said. “Between Luke and the Phoenix
metropolitan area, we have that ability,
but we have to assume it’s always a
possible target for closure,

Keegan urges citizens and fellow
lawmakers to remain vigilant in their
support of Luke and the protection of
surrounding areas, as recent events
may prove to be a step in the right
direction,

“I feel heartened by the criteria
because an objective -analysis will
show Luke capable of meeting it’s
mission and providing for the nation’s
security,” he said. “The West Valley

communities have come together to
address this issue and we have hired
some experts in the area to help advise
us on what is the best way to highlight
Luke and it’s value to the Department

- of Defense.”

Keegan said he is skeptical of
efforts to acquire the land surrounding
Luke, but remains hopeful.

“I’ve'seen several different Propos-
als and I'm very supportive of any-
thing that works,” he said. “I'm con-
cerned that some may be a good idea,
but not politically possible.” :

Sen. Jack Harper, R-District 4, said
measures to protect the base are well

. underway.

“The Arizona Legislature and me in
particular, are doing everything we can
to protect our military bases,” Harper
said. “ believe the legislature will
send a strong signal that we want to

Housing growth near Luke has
raised concerns that encroachment
could make the facility a candidate for
closure.

Harper said state legislators are
responding to those concerns by rally-
ing around bills that allocate enough
funding to stop encroachment by buy-
ing the land surrounding the base. .

“Trent Franks (U.S. Representative,
R-District 2) was able to get the $14.3
million from the federal government to
protect our bases, and we need to ;
match that,” Harper said, adding he is
lobbying for those matching funds in
the senate.

Rep. Phil Hanson, R-District9, also
introduced a bill into the house of rep-
resentatives seeking an allocation of
$3.5 million for the same reason,
Harper said. i

“The next step is to pass these bills
protecting our bases and the training

keep our bases.”

routes,” Harper said.

Arizona’s five military bases gener-
ate more than $5.6 billion a year and
Luke provides $1.4 billion of that,
according to.a 2002 study commis-
sioned by the state. :

One-quarter of the nation’s military
bases will be targeted for shutdown in
2005 as the Pentagon seeks to trans-
form the armed services into a leaner,
more mobile fighting force. A nine-
member base-closure commission will
be appointed by President Bush by
March 5.

The Arizona Legislature and Gov.
Janet Napolitano are working on mea-
sures to protect the state’s bases. In
addition, the state’s congressional dele-
gation has been able to acquire a total
of $27.3 million over the last two years
in federal money to buy land in Luke’s
critical southern departure corridor. |

Annie Karstens can be reached at
876-2532 or at akarstens@aztrib.com.
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