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ean and Dick Wynant of
J Surprise are so intent on say-
ing Luke Air Force Base
 they helped collect more than
1,100 postcards signed by support-
ers of the base.

“Everywhere we would go, we
would bring them,” Jean ‘Wynant
said. “We need to save Luke for
the safeguarding of our communi-
ty, the nation and the world.”

Surprise Mayor Joan Shafer g

. used her city discretionary funds to
produce 10,000 postcards for sup- -
porters to sign.

She planned the West Valley
Goes to Bat for Luke Day Satur-
day at the Surprise Stadium to col-
lect more signatures and say
thanks to those who had already
signed.
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arris élngs the Star Spangled Banner at the start of the Chicago White Sox/Texas

Alr Force Master Sgt. Sand Goes fo Bat for Luke Day

Rangers spring training game Saturday at Surprise Stadium as part of the West Valley
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From Al encroachment and keep the
base and other majot military
i installations open. The fear is
‘We have to show Luke our - that the military will close the
appreciation,” Shafer said. “We  page d take away its thou-

need to inform Washington sands of jobs — during the next

Luke needs to stay here,” tound of base closures slated
The postcard reads, “As a for 2005 if its mission of train-

neighbor of Luke, T understand - ing F-16 pilots is compromised.

and support the mission of
Luke Air Force Base as the
world’s largest F-16 fighter

Hundreds of people stuck lit-
tle flags in their hats and behind
their ears to show their support

pilot training center and urge - suriday. The National Anthem
you, 25 agepresentative ofiny was'sung by Chief Master Sgt.
state, to keep it off the Base Sandra Haris, followed by an

Realignment and Closure list: 3 N
The benefits of freedom far out- gxrfwtlybo)‘/lﬁghai.g? &2::;%:3

weigh the inconivenienc of jet - gyciben Pution
noise and the risks of*an acci- ;! B A .
dent. And, at an,estimated eco- - SharonThomas of Surprise
nomic impact of $2 billion a game o tie garte 4o show her
year, Luke’s closure would ’l‘pP()r[ or the base. ;
have devastating effects on Ari- “We need to save Luke Air
zona, and especially the metro-  Force Base for our protection,”
politan Phoenix area.” Thomas said. “I come from a
About 600 free tickets were military background and-T thank
given out for the Texas God every day when they fly
Rangers/Chicago White Sox over my house.
game to those in the military, Dr. John and Elizabeth Lan-
veteralrs and people who sup- ganof Surprise stopped by the
port the base, Surprise Commu- - booth Shafer was manning to
nications Director Dave Reuter ~ sign the postcards.

said.e communityand the “We signed the postcard

nation.” because we believe the princi-
Arizona legislators and other  ples of saving Luke Air Force

state officials are working to Base are valid,” Elizabeth Lan-

protect Luke from urban gan said.
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