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Let’s buy them out
To the editor:
If it isn’t obvious to everyone by now, the Muellers can be satisfied only by (1) closing Luke AFB or (2) a Duncan Farms-style buyout. We should have seen that one coming. 
Who knows, one day they may look out their window and discover that they live in the shadow of a nuclear reactor. Then we will have to close that too.
What amazes me is that the West Valley View continues to publish their letters ad nauseam. None of these letters are from neighbors or from responsible people in the community venting either positive or negative opinions. 
I for one will contribute $5 toward buying them out, but only if they promise to leave Arizona for good. Then the “deviant pilots” can be free to
swoop down on their house. 
Ed Tilton
Goodyear

Writer is ill-informed
To the editor:
I read the letter from Ms. Cynthia Mueller regarding Luke F-16s and her residence. Two points in her letter indicate that she is ill-informed. 
First, there is not a “19-year-old” flying our country’s fighters. Her “average age” indicates that there are fighter pilots younger than 19 flying over her house. An Air Force pilot must be a college grad (average age 22), complete a couple of years of pilot training in trainers, classroom work and be the “cream” in all aspects of training before ever being selected to fly fighters, let alone F-16s. 
Then you have seasoned veterans with hundreds of hours in various aircraft who may be transitioning to the F-16 as older aircraft are phased out of the inventory, such as the F-4 Phantom. Basically, if really pressed, the average age of an F-16 pilot in training is probably closer to 29.
Secondly, she alludes to spending $500 to have “searches” done regarding the property before purchase. She could have saved money by just looking up whenever she was at the property site and heard a loud noise above her. Unless her Realtor was smart enough to show her the property and have her sign all the papers on the last Friday of the month, which is usually a no-fly day for Luke because they have completed their monthly training requirement. 
You have to be careful. Many Realtors are aware of the “down day” policy and really unload their “noisy” property on that day. 
Really, Ms. Mueller, you had to be aware of what you were buying. You have to make a disclosure to sell. Someone must have had to do the same when you were buying. Then again, if you bought the property before 1939, you wouldn’t have had to be given a disclosure — no base. Hmmmm.
Gilbert Foulke
USAF (Ret.)
Sun City

Pilots are here to protect you
To the editor:
I am amazed at the different attitudes toward Luke’s F-16 pilots. 
To those who have some beef with Luke because of a perceived noise problem or whatever, Luke pilots are maverick daredevils who flaunt any rule and actively seek out any opportunity to deviate from training missions to “dive-bomb” their house or accomplish some other sinister intent, or they are simply incompetent boobs who are so unskilled at flying that they can barely keep the jet in the air and on course. 
To those who like Luke’s presence, they are extremely professional, intent on their job of teaching and learning to be the best fighter pilots in the world, who go out of their way to follow procedures and avoid any noise-sensitive area, even if it negatively impacts their training. 
I do not write in any official capacity representing the Air Force, but as a community member who happens to be one of those F-16 pilots at Luke; I have been flying here over six years. I assure you that I and the rest of my compatriots fall into the latter category. There is no vast conspiracy to make your life miserable. 
The way I see it, Luke is constantly adjusting and readjusting airspace and routes, placating a relatively few individuals, (at great taxpayer expense) to the overall detriment of training at Luke. But we soldier on, trying to please everybody. 
You would be amazed at the number of “red circles” on our maps that we must avoid from complaints like yours. And avoid we do, to the best of our abilities.
And you don’t even realize that Luke’s hands are tied by other government agencies. Luke can’t just pick up and move an MTR without accomplishing costly and time-consuming environmental impact studies, so it’s not as easy as you may think.
Let’s get some facts straight. MTRs are public knowledge. It took two minutes on the Internet to find this: www1.faa.gov/atpubs/MIL/Ch11/chp11.htm, which tells all about MTRs. And the Air Force is required to make MTRs public by filing with the appropriate agencies, just not to the agencies you mention.
More facts: I am 40. I would guess the average age of Luke pilots is around 30. And Luke student pilots average much more than 200 hours flying time, and they are constantly under the supervision of at least one experienced instructor pilot. I have over 3,500 hours. 
And 80 percent of Luke’s pilots are foreign? Not even close! Where do you get your facts?
I would love for the day to come when my job is no longer required and no more noisy and expensive weapons of war are necessary to secure our freedom and our allies from tyranny and terror. In the meantime, rest assured, the professional aviators flying near your home are not out to get you, and are most likely doing everything they can to avoid aggravating another neighbor and still prepare for combat. Always remember, their job is to protect you.
Andy Rhude
Goodyear



F-16 complaints contained errors
To the editor:
In response to the Aug. 6 letter, “One last shot at Luke’s F-16s,” Luke AFB would like to correct some misinformation. 
In the last two years, Luke has not received any complaints from people living under our eight military training routes (MTR), with the exception of this writer. 
In 2002, Luke flew 8,491 sorties on its MTRs. Each of the writer’s complaints was researched and not once did an aircrew violate FAA, Air Force or Luke regulations. All cockpit videotapes were reviewed and the findings indicated none of the aircraft descended below the 500-foot altitude restriction established by Luke, although the MTR in question has a published minimum altitude of 100 feet above the ground. 
Luke representatives never indicated the jets were not from Luke when the writer called to complain. All complaints are taken seriously and investigated to ensure compliance with all laws and regulations set forth by the FAA and Air Force. 
Changing an MTR is not taken lightly, as it’s a lengthy and costly process. A detailed environmental impact study, as well as extensive coordination with the FAA and other agencies is required to change the course of a military training route. It’s for this reason that MTRs are not moved, even if encroached upon.
Luke conducts survey flights twice per year to ensure no new developments, which may cause a hazard to aircrews, have occurred in the route. No changes have been made to this MTR, and it remains as first published in the 1980s. The FAA does not require notification of airspace locations to an assessor’s office or other governing body. This includes the location of MTRs, as they fall within the airspace set by the FAA act of 1958. All MTRs are published on aviation sectional maps. In addition, it would have been clear to anyone purchasing property under this MTR that there are daily low-level aircraft flights.
The Arizona state statutes requiring notification to parties interested in purchasing property only applies to territory within the vicinity of a military airport, known as the “vicinity box,” around Luke. 
There are no supersonic flights on any of Luke’s MTRs, nor are there any dangerous or aerobatic maneuvers. Luke trains F-16 fighter pilots — there is no testing of new or experimental aircraft or weapons systems. 
The average age of Luke’s basic student pilot is not 19 years old, nor are 80 percent foreign. The average age is actually 26 years old, and less than 10 percent of our pilots are foreign pilots, who are here for allied pilot training. The majority of the basic student pilots endure six months of extensive F-16 training. 
The bottom line is that low-altitude training is an essential part of the mission at Luke and important for the survival of our pilots in combat. Their professionalism and skill, practiced in the skies above Arizona, have allowed them to conduct our nation’s battles and safely return home.
Col. Peter A. Costello III
Vice Commander
56th Fighter Wing

	Neighboring farmers want more
say in future Luke discussions
by Mike Burkett and Anna Foard
staff writers 

	Supporters of Luke Air Force Base have long been voicing their opposition to residential encroachment in the area.
The grassroots organizers of the new West Valley Citizen Action Coalition are fighting the very same battle. The only difference is that, to these 20 West Valley farmers, it’s Luke that has been doing the encroaching — and ignoring their concerns along the way.
“The group [has] been involved with Luke and on Luke preservation issues for many years, even decades,” said Jay Thorne, who has been hired by WVCAC as a public relations and political consultant. “Operating individually, they’ve really not had their voices heard in the land-use discussions about Luke that affect their property.”
Area farmers created the coalition “to formalize their involvement and try to get a seat at the table of this discussion,” said Thorne, who is representing the coalition before state lawmakers.
Thus far, the group’s members have met with Luke officials and Gov. Janet Napolitano’s military task force, which earlier denied them the opportunity to be to be included in land-use talks.
“That was one of the reasons they decided to form a group and try to go after this collectively instead of individually,” Thorne said. “They believe that, fundamentally, they deserve to be part of the discussions that are going on now between the city, the state, federal interests, business interests and community groups on the west side … 
“They feel the farmers who live right next to the base — and who have been there in many cases longer than the base — deserve to be a part of the discussion about how we’re going to draw lines and change property values to preserve the base.”
Some of the farmers plan to continue working their land, Thorne added. Others, however, “are in situations, because they have housing developments right up next to them, where they can’t continue to farm — but they can’t sell their land for what it’s worth,” he said.
Battle stations
Luke’s supporters — led by U.S. Senators John McCain and Jon Kyl, Arizona Republicans — long have said that land acquisition around the base: will help preserve access to the Barry M. Goldwater Range; prevent land use or encroachments that are incompatible with activities within Luke’s Southern Departure Corridor; and increase the margin of safety associated with the Live Ordnance Departure Area southwest of the base.
Luke is home to the 56th Fighter Wing and 228 F-16, single-engine, high-performance aircraft. Luke’s fighter wing, the largest in the world, generates more than 170 sorties daily and is the sole source for active duty, combat-ready F-16 pilot training in the Air Force.
Because of significant residential development, armed aircraft no longer are permitted to take off toward the north. Since 1995, there have been 18 F-16 accidents — two of them in mid-June — because of catastrophic engine failures, and two additional inadvertent bomb drops by student pilots.
More development could make Luke vulnerable in the next round of base closures scheduled for 2005 — threatening both national security and the base’s $2 billion economic impact to Maricopa County.
Despite the concerns of the West Valley Citizen Action Coalition, its members want to preserve Luke, with which they have shared “a really good relationship,” Thorne said.
“But not involving farmers in the discussion has put the two sides at odds. The farms that are adjacent to [Luke] can play a really important role, but only if they are at the table for the discussions.”

Mike Burkett can be reached by e-mail at mburkett@westvalleyview.com. 
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