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‘Base pres

to Arizon

by Rep. John Nelson
Legislative District 12

Nearly two and a half years since terrorist attacks
sent the nation’s economy into decline, it appears
Arizona is beginning to emerge
from the two-year recession
that has stunted economic
growth and crippled state
and local budgets. Consumer
spending is up, companies are
hiring new workers-and tax
revenue is increasing.

In spite of these positive
signs, Arizona’s economic
future is anything but secure.
One unknown lies ahead which
if ignored, could potentially
halt our state’s economic
recovery in its tracks.

That unknown is the fate of
Arizona’s military bases, and the very real pos ibi
ity that some of them could be closed in the Defense
Department’s next base realignment and closure
(BRAC) review. If these facilities are closed, Arizo-
na’s economy will be damaged by the potential loss
of 88,000 jobs and $5.8 billion in revenue generated
by the bases.

It's for this reason that I, with the support and
cooperation of state Representatives Jennifer Burns
(R-Oro Valley), Bill Arnold (R-Goodyear), and Phil
Hanson (R-Peoria), beginning earlier this summer,
have been meeting with representatives of Arizona’s

John Nelson

ervation key

a’s future
military bases, local elected officials, property
owners and developers in a concenirated, cooperative
effort to determine what actions the state must take
fo ensure our military bases’ survival. This effort has
been guided by the following principles:

« Involving all stakeholders in the process by bring-
ing property owners, developers, base officials, city
and county leaders together on a consensus package
of proposals.

« Removing potential obstacles to the military
facilities’ ability to accomplish their missions.

« Protecting private property rights by ensur-
ing landowners are fairly compensated for any new
restrictions placed on their property.

These meetings have culminated in a series of pro-
posals which, if adopted, will diminish the possibility
of base closures in Arizona, and help secure a bright
economic future for our state. They include measures
affecting land use and development around military
facilities and under the flight routes used to traverse
them. The goal of these proposals will be to ensure
that the bases are capable of fulfilling their military
missions.

For example, Rep. Burns and I will be offering 2
measure on military training route notification and
range preservation, ensuring our pilots’ ability to
traverse to and from the Barry Goldwater Range and
other bases. By involving representatives of all par-
ties affected by this measure from the beginning, our
proposal already enjoys widespread support. It’s our
hope that this consensus will lead to the legislation’s
speedy passage.

Additionally, Representatives Arnold and Hanson,
and Senator Robert Blendu and T will be presenting
legislation dealing with lot split authority for coun-

‘ties and the location of underground gasoline storage

facilities.

Central to this package of proposals is the need for
a funding mechanism that allows property owners to
be adequately and fairly compensated for the inevi-
table new restrictions on their land. We hope to com-
plete work on such funding in the near future. We feel
strongly that, after years of promises, it’s time for the
landowners to receive the compensation they deserve.

Throughout this process, we have been supported
by House leadership. Speaker Jake Flake has ma de
military base preservation one of his top priorities,
and has provided us with the staff and resources nec-
essary to produce a workable package of legislative
proposals. Additionally, the State Land Department
and Lisa Atkins of the County Supervisors Associa-
tion have provided invaluable assistance.

The economic benefits of Arizona’s military
facilities are undisputed. By some accounts, they

. are equivalent to the jobs and revenue generated by

Arizona’s seven largest employers. It's for this reason
the state must act now.

Our efforts to preserve Arizona’s bases will likely
be labeled by some as expensive.

But doing nothing will cost the state far more today
and in the future.

John Nelson, a Republican from District 12, represents
the West Valley at the State Legislature.
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To the editor:

In response to Mi. Short-
ridge’s letter, I might suggest
that if he doesn’t like the noise
from Luke Air Force Base, that
he relocate back to where he
came from. 5

First of all T, or anyone else,
do not believe his accusation that
these jets fly over his residence
in Estrella Mountain Ranch at
“about 500 feet above the ground
with afterburners.”” We have
been around Luke too fong for
exaggerations like that. If you
must complain, speak in truths
and facts

1 guess that is the way of life
now; to move into a new area
and immediately start complain-
ing and whining about 70-year-
old military installations that
were created to protect that very
right. Mr. Shortridge, you really
have gall!

Chuck Campbell
Waddell

To the editor:

As Iread the letter written by
Lew Shortridge regarding Luke
altering its flights jet paths,

1 was compelled to voice my
opinion. %

It seems that almost weekly
we have some individual
complaining about Luke Air
Force Base and the noise of the
F-16s. Well, I have news for
all of those people: Luke was
here way before any of you
were. If you are so bothered by
the noise of the jets, then pack
up and move. You should have
done a little more research
before buying a home in this
area instead of just taking what
a Realtor had told you as the
truth. It isn’t Luke’s fault you
chose to build on that lot or in
this area.

It seems to me that almost
every letter the View receives
about Luke is from some
person who has recently
moved here from out of
state. These “newcomers”
don'’t have as much as a clue
as to what Luke Air Force
Base has done for this commu-
nity throughout the years. Mr.
Shortridge states that Luke
should alter the flight paths
so as not to fly over populated
developments like the Estrella
Mountain Ranch. With as

many people moving to the
Valley, and all the new devel-
opments going up everywhere
around the state, where do
you expect these jets practice
their maneuvers? Tf it wasn’t
for people like you moving

to Arizona, we wouldn’t be
having these Kinds of issues,
now would we?

Brittney Turner
Avondale

To the editor:

M. Shortridge moved here
Jjust like I did, except:my move to
‘Arizona took place in 1970.

When I have relocated it is
my duty to check flood plan,
area disruptions, etc., not a sales
person on a realty staff.

1 salute Luke and'it was here
long before I. I moved from
Glendale to Estrella Mountain
Ranch in 2000 and Tove the
area, people and above all the
air planes that travel overhead,
both-Air Force and commereial.
Luke ‘and the military people
have benefited my life even
though we are not military
we have met and lived near
military people as neighbors
and friends and T have such a
great respect for them and my
community.

Maybe Mr. Shortridge would
enjoy being in paradise once
again and leave us that salute
Luke alone.

Sue Bell
Goodyear

To the editor:

1 must admit that T am'truly
frustrated how the residents in
the West Valley complain about
the flight pattern of the jets
over their homes. In the Feb. 11
issue of the West Valley View,

there were two letters written by
Mr. Peters and Mr. Shortridge
griping about how the property
values were decreased because
of Luke AFB and that the flight
plans should be altered. Give me
a break!

Luke AFB was here when
you.moved in and if your sales
representative didn’t correctly
inform you of the flight pat-
terns, you could have done the
research yourself and found
a home in another part of the
Valley. No one made you
purchase a home next to an Air
Force base; you chose to do
that because you felt that you
could get more square feet and
land for your money in the West
Valley, and you did.

As an Alr Force spouse; and-<
aresident of Avondale, I know
that the jets may fly over, and I
am perfectly all right with that
because T made the informed
choice to move here, just like
you did. Complaining about it
only makes West Valley hom-
cowners look like stupid and
uninformed buyers to the rest of
the Valley. Don’t go down that
route and own up to.and be proud
of the fact that you live next to
one of the largest fighter training
wings in the world!

Rhea Isla
Avondale

To the editor:

1 feel used that someone took
my serious suggestion for use of
the land immediately adjacent to
Luke AFB
and used it to attack the base. T
am a military retiree and Luke

of Luke

is the only reason live here. In
fact, if it closed there would be
for sale signs in

every third of fourth house near
the base. I moved here because
all of the bases near San Fran-
cisco closed. At times, I wonder |
why Luke doesn’t use its right
of eminent domain and clear
out a lot of the houses already
standing. T would suggest that
the writer from Arlington worry
more about the nuclear plant in
his backyard (that’s why there is
a siren on the top of the tele-
phone pole).

Apparently, Estrella Moun-
tain too will have to deal
with a new highway cutting
through. Luke has been here
-since.-World WarILand isn’t
moving for you. Get used
to it. :

Ed Tilton
Goodyear

T o the editor:

Mr..Shortridge states that his
Realtor was not up front about
the jets flying over Estrella
Mountain Ranch, so he com=
plains to the air base.”

Ha, ha, ha. I'm sorry T
was laughing — five planes a
day. Please, we live near the
‘White Tanks and receive over a
100 flyoversa day. Than again,
some days we have none,

First off, the base was here.
first. Second you are justa
NIMBY. You want them to fly;
but Not In Your Back Yard!

He states that the planes should
fly over cactus and sand. Just
what was that lot you built your




[image: image3.png]home on? The developments, ~
including Estrella-Mountain
Ranch have taken away all the
flyable space.

You’d think that after six
months of building your home
you would have noticed the
planes, and had asked-about the
base. Maybe your complaint
should be with the Realtor’s
disclosure statement that went
with you new home. Did it state
the air base and Phoenix Interna-
tional Raceway? If not, then this
issue should be brought up at city
council meetings.

The more homes they sell to
uninformed buyers will be the
doom of the base. Did they show
you the Luke map? This should
be mandatory at all homes for
sale within the flying zone.

It has been in the papers
lately that they are repairing a
runway at the base and that the
planes would be using differ-
ent routes. Maybe you need to
become a better neighbor and
westsider. Then again, any Real-
tor will be glad to sell your home
for you and get you one on the
east side.

Linda Skaggs
Litchfield Park

To the editor:"
This is in response to the letter
from Lew Shortridge and his
complaints about Luke Air Force
Base and.the.noise of the planes
over Estrella Mountain Ranch.
Mz, Shortridge, Luke Air Force
Base was here long before you,
decided to move here. Why do
you think you can'move into an
area and change things to syi

Sick of people
1. 1 also live in Estrella
Mountain Ranch, and when

I hear those planes you are
complaining about, I say a thank
you to those who-are willing to
fly them and protect this country
50 we can live in a safe and free
society.

If you want to complain, call
your real estate lady and blame
her, not Luke, which is so pre-
cious to the residents of Arizona
and the citizens of the United
States.

Rita Bunyard
Goodyear

My money’s
going elsewhere

To the editor:

Last March, when my husband
called to say he had gotten his
dream job; I 'was thrilled. He was
getting the job he had warited for
years and'would be doing some-
thing that I shared in his passion
and love for. This week he is
losing that job; in part, to some
self-centered, whining people.

Dan Maloney is not a liar or a
cheat; he is a man who tried to
build a safe racetrack for people
who enjoyed the sport of racing
to go. He thought he was putting
the track in an ideal location.
Noise is not the‘issue; it is get-
ting the track closed so develop-
ers could continue in their path to

elose Luke and finish developing
the surrounding area., .

‘We have read the complaints
in the letters to the editor. T have
laughed at some, the man who
complained about the height of the
grandstands. I learned from attend-
ing various meetings that I now
have no respect for senior citizens.

As for Mr. Maloney staying in
Scottsdale, who would want to
live in a town like Goodyear or
Litchfield Park with the com-
plaining and nit-picking that goes
on? My husband and I may be a
minority of two, but we will not
shop in either town. We will go
out of our way to see that our tax
dollars are not spent there.

Do we sound bitter? Yes, we
are. We have lost belief in the
government, lost a place that we
loved to spend time at, and we
lost an income.

T don’t want Luke to close,
but I see-the day whenLuke is
closed and the base becomes
an airport handling air freight
and-flights that go in and out at
all hours. Oh, how people will
complain: then.

Jean Munn
Avondale




