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by Caitlin Prendergast * . vacant land around the field, Nelson said. -
staff writer . . © " The bill will reduce the development capabilities
Luke Air Force Base landed another big vicory -~ in such areas, and future homeowners near the Aux
“when the state Legislature passed a bill April 13 to 1 box will be notified of the noise and the acci-
' protect a training area in Surprise. @ﬂt-PD'e“ﬂﬂl zones.
The bill provides preservation to Auxiliary Airfield So far, landowners and deyelopers have been
1, a training field where pilots have: practiced instru- ‘cooperative with Luke officials. . .
‘ment approaches and departures for the last 40 years, Luke is extremely encouraged by the support it
Rep. John Nelson, R-District 12, said. - ‘'has received from the surrounding communities
F-16 fighter jets complete ne’x’aﬂy 13000low © include the county and state representatives,
passes above Aux 1 each year, and the pilots typi- according to a Luke press elease, Jarés
cally fly about 150 to 230 feet above the ground. Protecting Aux 1 is only part of a large-scale

) p 3 effortto keep Luke open.
In recent years, noise complaints from the ever- “The base’s mission is continually threatened b

increasing number of homeowners near Aux. 1 have o (gt Valley’s residential growth boom and the
been filed against Luke. Such complaints increase . jooming federal Base TR et ek L
the base’s risk of being shut down in the nextround  commission review.
of federal military base closures. . .OnMarch 18, Luke celebrated another big
“This has been an jssue of concern for the base - yictory with the announcement of a $27 million

for many years, and with growth and development,  Jand acquisition program to preserve the base’s
this bill became imperative,” Nelson said. .. munitions storage area and obtain land rights from

The passing of the bill establishes high-noise . - “surrounding property owners. o
and accident-potential zones around Aux 1, and the - Air Force officials already have begun prelimi- |
area will be considered a box in which develop-*nary negotiations with landowners in the path of
ment s restricted. e “ Luke’s flight corridor, and the first acquisitio
Part of the problem with Aux 1is the abundance of - - should be completed by June.
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