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GOODYEAR MAYOR JIM CAVANAUGH, left, chats-with U.S. Sen. John McCain

and Glendale Mayor Elaine Scruggs following the-March 18 press conference in front of
Goodyear City Hall, where Senators McCain and Jon Kyl announced that the Air Force was
allocating $27. million for the purchase of land around Luke Air Force Base.

Luke looks to stay put

Dignitaries gather in Goodyear
to celebrate base’s latest victory

by Caitlin Prendergast
staff writer

An impressive group of dignitaries and com-
munity leaders packed into the Goodyear City
Hall parking lot March 18 to celebrafe Luke Aij
Force Base’s latest victory.

Republican:U.S. Senators Johin McCain and
Jon Kyl, as well as Gov. Janet Napolitano joine
apanel of local mayors and Air Force officials
to praise a new land-acquisition program that
will ease encroachment around Luke.

Luke has been struggling to stay open for
years, the base’s mission threatened by the Wes
Valley’s residential development boom and the
looming federal Base Realignment and Closure
Commission review of all of the nation’s mili-
tary bases.

More than $27 million in congressional funds
combined with $6 million previous ly obligated
Lo preserve Luke’s munitions storage area, Have
been secured to obtain land rights from sur-
rounding property owners. 4

Although property owners will be fairly com-
pensated in the purchase of easements necess
sary to sustain Luke’s mission, no one should
expect to get rich from the acquisition program,
McCain said.

“Success of this plan depends on the coopera-
tion of the state and local government officials,
with the [Army] Corps of Engineers and the Air
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TOLLESON MAYOR ADOLFO GAMEZ, left, Gov. Janet Napolitano, Litch-
field Park Mayor Woody Thomas and U.S. Sen. John McCain listen to speakers
at the March 18 press conference outside Goodyear City Hall.

Luke
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Force, as they work through many real
estate actions in Luke’s departure and
arrival corridors,” he said.

Air Force officials and realty specialists
from the Corps of Engineers will host a
series of meetings with people who own
land in the path of Luke’s flight corridor,
which encompasses about 1,768 acres,
said Mike Bratlien of the Air Education
and Training Program.

The first forum for stakeholders is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. March 31 in the Peoria City -
Council Chambers, 8401-W. Monroe St.

Air Force representatives at the meeting
will provide details of the program and
answer questions from property owners.

George Eversole, realty specialist for the
Corps of Engineers, plans to begin actual
negotiations with stakeholders in June.

“The funds to begin the process are
available, but not yet in the hands of the
Corps of Engineers;” Eversole said.

The amount of money each of the 50-
some landowners will receive per acre
will be determined through an appraisal
process, he said.

Appraisers will be hired out of the
private sector, and the acquisitions will
be made in order of priority, starting with .,
land closest to Luke’s runways.

Air Force and Corps of Engineers offi-
cials would like to allow for each stake-
holder to keep the title and use of their
land, Bratlien-said.

“We dori’t want to take any more than -
we need,” he said. “Our intent is to lock
in what we have and ensure we stop
encroachment.”

A group of local farmers, the West Valley
Community Action Coalition, also would
like to stop encroachment near the base, but
doesn’t fully support Luke’s latest efforts,
WVCAC spokesman Jay Thorne said.

Farmers who live within the noise
contours Luke established in recent years

can’t sell their land, yet they’re being
pushed out by the same residential devel-
opment that affects the base, he said.

“Buying land to protect for the future is
a good step, but it doesn’t resolve what’s
already happened around the base on
the land they didn’t buy 30 years ago,”
Thorne said.

Funding for the new land acquisition
plan was not easy to come by, and it will
be difficult to get more federal money in
the future, McCain said.

McCain, Kyl and Rep. Trent Franks,
R-District 2, with the support of local offi-
cials from at least 12 communities near
Luke, have worked to preserve Luke on a

_federal level for years.

“It’s not easy to get money out of
Washington, D.C., I know,” Napolitano
said. “I think what the program today
demonstrates is that our work with mili-
tary facilities ... is not about Republican or
Democrat, it’s really about Arizona.”

As Napolitano spoke, the state Senate.
tentatively approved a bill to spend $10
million on private land acquisitions near
Luke. A final Senate vote must becheld
before passing the bill onto the state
House of Representatives. .

As far as public lands go; officials will
come up with an acquisition process com-
parable to private landowners. They are
in the process of setting up meetings with
federal and state land agencies.

Last week’s press conference in Good-
year was just the beginning of the land
acquisition process, which is scheduled for
completion sometime in the spring of 2005.

“Today’s announcement marks a historic
‘milestone in our relationship with Luke,”
Goodyear Mayor Jim Cavanaugh said. “But
we still have a challenging road ahead.”

Caitlin Prendergast can be reached by
e-mail at cprendergast@westvalleyview.com.
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vs. natural gas storage facility

by Darryl Henning
assistant managing editor

A lively rally last week by West Valley.
mayors, council members, firefighters and
concerned residents, all fighting fo stop the con-
struction of a huge natural gas storage facility
near Luke Air Force Base, apparently was suc-
cessful as the House of Representatives passed
legislation that would prevent the facility from
going forward.

The March 15 rally was held in front of the
Arizona Capitol as a visual suggestion to House
members to support House Bill 2134, which
opposed the proposed construction of the salt-
cavern storage chambers by-El Paso Natural Gas
Company. The bill is sponsored by Rep. John
Nelson, R-District 12, who opposes such a facil-
ity in the West Valley because of its proximity
to Luke Air Force Base.

“It’s essential that the state and local commu-
nities do everything possible to ensure Luke’s
viability and sustainability,” Nelson said when
he introduced the bill. “Allowing underground
gas storage facilities' within a few miles of an
airfield would jeopardize Luke’s mission and
survival.”

The rally apparently worked — or at least
helped — as House members passed Nelson’s
bill on a:50-8 vote.

“This is good news for the West Valley,”
said Maricopa County Supervisor Max Wilson,
R-District 4, who also took part in the rally. “It
is critical to the stability and future of Luke Air
Force Base and the safety of families who live
nearby that we stop this planned facility.”

In recent months, West Valley cities have
taken turns issuing resolutions opposing the pro-
posed natural gas facility. The Maricopa County
Board of Supervisors did likewise, and Wilson
met with U.S. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., to
share the Valley’s concerns about the facility

Bill

and its possible negative impact on Luke’s via-
bility, given the Base Realignment and Closure
process scheduled in early 2005.

House Bill 2134 now goes to the Arizona
Senate for consideration. The bill also will be
sent to Washington, D.C., where the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission actually will
decide whether to approve the facility.

The March 15 rally also was intended to show
opposition to HB2389, sponsored by Natural
Resources and Agriculture Committee Chair-
man Chuck Gray, R-Mesa. That bill would have
allowed El Paso Gas to pursue its salt-cavern
natural gas storage facility and pipeline after
the Base Realignment and Closure process was
completed next year. The measure died on a4-4
vote in the Rules Committee, Democrat mem-
bers voted against the bill, while Republican
members supported it.

El Paso’s project

El Paso Natural Gas Co. is contemplating the
development of a natural gas storage facility in
underground salt caverns near the Morton Salt
facility at Dysart Road and Glendale Avenue.

‘Fhe Copper Eagle Gas:Storage facility would
hold some 9.6 billion cubic feet of natural
gas. Tt would sit only a mile east of Luke Air
Force Base and across Dysart Road from Luke
Elementary School, and just a quarter-mile from
homes and commercial businesses.

A natural gas pipeline from that storage facil-
ity-would follow a proposed route west along
Northern Avenue — over which Luke F-16
aircraft would have to land and take off — to the
power plants in Tonopah.

The facility would help ensure that four
natural gas-fueled, electricity-generating power
plants built in the past two years near Palo Verde
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Nuclear Generating Station would have the fuel supply

necessary to meet their needs.

‘While depleted reservoirs-and aquifers more commonly
are used for natural gas storage, salt caverns are becom-
ing increasingly popular. There-are about 400 under-
ground natural gas storage projects in-the United States,
of which 27 are of the salt-cavern variety, similar to the

one contemplated by El Paso Gas.

El Paso partnered in a feasibility study initiated three
years ago with Phoenix-based Pinnacle West Energy; Gas
de Franz, a French natural gas company; and Terra Energy
Partners. El Paso Gas bought out the other parties last year.

The company reportedly intends to seek permission from
federal regulators to begin construction on the caverns later

this year. If approved, storage would begin in 2007.

Darryl Henning can be reached by e-mail at.
dhenning @westvalleyview.com.
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A banner day
for Luke AFB

March 18 was a proud and hopeful day for the West
Valley in general, and Luke Air Force Base and Goodyear
in particular.

The federal government has come forward to offer financial
help in protecting Luke from the encroachment of residential
and commercial developments caused by the West Valley’s
rapid growth. The loss of Luke Air Force Base not only would
be devastating to the economy of the Valley, but it also would
be a setback to the military strength of the nation.

But like the cavalry in old movie Westerns, the federal
government has come charging to the rescue in the nick of
time. Arizona Senators John McCain and Jon Kyl and Rep.
Trent Franks called a press conference March 18 to.for-
mally announce a plan by the Air Force to pony up $27.3
million to acquire more than 2,100 acres around Luke in an
effort to prevent further encroachment upon the base.

Goodyear Mayor Jim Cavanaugh and his city have
been at the forefront of local efforts to protect the base,
and Goodyear was the rightful host for this important
announcement, which undoubtedly will become a mile-
stone in West Valley history.

After Luke closed its northern departure routes over Sur-
prise and El Mirage because those cities had ignored pleas
to restrict residential growth in the noise and accident-poten-
tial zones, the burden of protecting the base’s mission fell
squarely on the shoulders of Goodyear. The only departure
left open to F-16s on their way to the Barry M. Goldwater
Gunnery Range was the southern route over the city.

Admirably, Goodyear stepped up to the plate and
accepted responsibility for keeping development out of
those lands. But protecting Luke is an expensive propo-
sition. The city spent $3.5 million to buy the 44-acre
Duncan Family Farms at Indian School Road and Cotton
Lane because the popular educational farm was in the
accident potential zone and Air Force officials feared for
the safety of the school children who frequently visited it.
Goodyear can’t afford to fight the good fight alone.

The base is important not just to Goodyear and the
other West Valley cities that surround it, it’s important to
the federal government because it is, after all, a federal
installation. If the base is ever forced to close because of
encroachment, the cost to move the installation to another
site, or to build a new base from scratch in the middle
of New Mexico, for example, would far exceed the cost
to the federal government of buying all of the necessary
West Valley farmland to protect the existing base.

We applaud Senators Kyl and McCain, Rep. Franks,
Mayor Cavanaugh and the entire Goodyear city govern-
ment, as well as the other stalwart supporters of Luke Air
Force Base who have worked so diligently to keep this
vital installation open in the West Valley.

But this $27.3 million is only a start. Far more will be
needed before the base is completely safe from encroachment.
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