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Goodyear rejects development plans near Luke AFB

by Darryl Henning
associate editor

The Goodyear Cny Council took a defiant stance
last week against residential encroachment that
might threaten the mission of Luke Air Force Base.

Tying up loose ends on its General Plan, the -
Goodyear City Council on June 16 made a number
of decisions regarding the appropriate densities of
several land parcels near the northern and western
boundaries of the city.

One of the parcels is between Camelback and

Indian School roads and Cﬂ.rus and Perryville
rtoads. The southeast corner of the parcel touches
on the 65-decibel noise contour of departing F 16s
from Luke.

After public input and considerable d.lscussxon,

the council voted 5-2 to approve a 0-2 homes-per-
acre density level for the subject property. Council
members Sue Linney and Rob Antoniak voted
.against the proposal.

The decision ej ected the recommendation of
See Luke on page A30)

Luke

(From page A1)

the General Plan Advisory Committee, which had
adopted the mutually developed plan of the landowner
and Luke officials for a “graduated density” of 0-2 units
within a half-mile of the 65 DNL, but a 2-4 density desig-
nation beyond the half-mile buffer. Lmney and Antoniak
supported the graduated density compromise, calling it a
good example of a developer-Luke paxtnershlp

The council vote also rejected the urging of attorney
Steven Anderson, representing Shea Homes, which was
ready to buy the propeity from the landowner if the
graduated density proposal was adopted.

“Usually, you have competing interests before you, but
tonight you have cooperative interests,” Anderson said.
“You have a chance to send a message tonight.”

Instead, the council sent another message.

“The land is agricultural, it's always been agncultura.l ¥
Councilman Frank Cavalier said. “It’s some of the best ag
land in the United States; it’s prime for that. The lhought
of building homes on it concerns me. -

“Idon’t want Lo see Goodyear lose some of lts open
space, farmland.

“I take the issue seriously,” Counmlman Ken Puner
said. “I think 0-2 is a comprormse State law won’t allow
it to remain agricultural.

“There are overﬂigh!s in the a.re'al The ‘higher the
zoning, the higher the consequences and the higher the
risks. I can’t support going beyond 0-2.”-

“This has been a straining issue for me. . I've gone - back
and forth on the matter,” Vice Mayor Dick Sousa said. *

. 'm for compromise, but recent events this past week
Jarred me back to reality.

“When I see planes take off and veer (o the right, right
over these propemes here we're | about tonight
— what if there’s a problem on takeoff? It puts people at
risk.

“I’ve changed my mind to vote for the safety and wel-
fare of our current and future residents. I have to vote 0-2.”

“I favor 0-2,” Mayor Jim Cavanaugh said. “It’s the
right thing for the future of Goodyear; it’s the right thing
for the future of Luke.

After the vote, Sousa noted that attorneys for the land-
owner and developers had sent council members a letter
threat:enmg a lawsuit if the graduated density for the land

wasn’t grante

““I.don’t want G
or El Mirage,” Sousa
neighbors, which have appmved seveml developments in
and around r.he base s noise contours. “If you want to sue
us, bring it on.” S

The council will meet at 6 p.m. July 7 tcr&ﬁpro
final version of the updated General Plan, which will
be put on the November ballot for Goodyear citizen -
approve. The meeting will be held at the Goodyear Jus-
tice Facility, 986 S. Litchfield Road.
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To the edifor:
To the editor: 1 feel badly for Mr. Mueller

To David Mueller [“Luke isn’t
good neighbor,” June 18 letters]:
Move to Harquahala, go away.
Luke Air Force Base was there
when you moved out there. What
are they supposed to do if we are
under attack? Not fly over your
house?

To The Nassoiys: You're right,
they have more money and they
think they can push us Rainbow
Valley folks around. Not!

Jan Benlley
Rainbow Valley

[“Luke isn’t good neighbor,”

June 18 letters], what with the
Air Force sneaking in and
putting up a base near his house
and all. The best thing that Luke,
the U.S. Air Force and the U.S.
government could do for him and
the greedy developer that built
his house i ise theu nght
of eminent domain, give him the

assessed value of his house and
* get him out of there.

The wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan make the Barry Goldwater
Range the most realistic facility
around. The blame is not with
Luke, it is with the greedy
developers, who should be ﬁned

 for every home they have and
 will build that endanger.the _

public safety and the safe of
our lmops B

Ed Tilton

Coodvear
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