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The Pentagon last week announced the
ﬁnal criteria the Base Realignment and

~_Closure Commission will use in 2005

~ to determine which military bases in the

- country will be closed.

- The Department of Defense has deter-

: mmed that about a quarter of the nation’s
installations need to be shut down to Hel <
transform the country’s armed forces into
more mobile fighting units. The president
will appoint individuals to the nine-
member BRAC this week.

- According to the Pentagon spokesman

. releasing the criteria, the primary criteria

- the BRAC will use will be the military

~ value of facilities, including their avail-
able land and airspace for training.

That value represents the ability of the
_installation to contribute to DOD future

| mission capabilities and operational

~ readiness, Philip Grone, principal assis-
tant deputy undersecretary of defense
for installations and environment, said in

- aFeb. 26 interview with the American
Forces Radio and Television Service. -

- Other criteria include each base’s abil-
ity to carry out military missions; ability
to rapidly mobilize forces; cost of opera-
tions; cost savings projected, including
Tl number of years it would take for the

| savings to exceed closing costs; iy

surrounding community infrastructure to
support forces and their missions; envi-
ronmental impact; and economic impact

on nearby communities.

“Ultimately, the secretary must base his
recommendations principaily on how it

contributes to our current and future mission
capabilities, how it contributes to military

value, how it supports the force,” Grone said.
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The Defense Department has been gaxheﬂng mformatlon
on all bases within the United States. More review work -
will continue in the coming months on items such as a force
structure plan and infrastructure inventory, Grone said.

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld will make ﬁnal
recommendations on base realignment and closures to the
BRAC in May 2005.

Improvmg our warﬁghtmg capabllmes

While the mechanics of this latest BRAC process
will be similar to previous rounds, the DOD’s ‘empha-
sis on transformational options and a “capabilities-
baied" approach is a sxgmﬁcam change Gmne pointed
ou
~ “We have facilities that we no Ionger requxre that are
costing us millions or billions of dollars to maintain
over their useful life,” he said. “Those facilities are not
adequate to the mission; we don’t need them. '
resources that are-devoted to facilities we do not need
need to be converted to warﬁghtmg capabilities.”

Though no spcmﬁc percentage of base closures/
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