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takes on new role

by Darryl Hennmg
associate editor

Fighter Country Coalition, the con-
sortium of local, state and federal gov-
ernment representatives, businessmen,
developers and landowners dedicated to
preserving Luke Air Force Base from
encroaching development, is changing its
operational direction.

Glendale Mayor Elaine Scruggs, the
coalition’s chairwoman, sent a letter to
members last week informing them of the
role change.

“The initial phase of Fighter Country
Coalition is coming to a close,” Scruggs
wrote. “T have had the opportunity to dis-
cuss the future of FCC with several of the
West Valley mayors and FCC members.
The consensus reached is to transform
FCC in to a West Valley subset of the
statewide Chief Elected Officials Advi-
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sory Group.

“The Advisory Group is comprised
of local and county elected officials
from across Arizona who will aid the
governor’s Military Facilities Task Force
in gathering publxc input and reau:hml7 its
conclusions.”

Gov. Napolitano created the task force
to assist her with efforts for the “long-term
retention of all Arizona military facili-
ties, and will be examining and making
recommendations on state laws, local
zoning ordinances and any other require-
ment, rule or regulation that adversely
impacts the mission of a military facility,”
Scruggs’ letter explained.

The task force is co-chaired by Tom
Browning and retired Lt. Gen. Robert
Johnston. It is working to have draft rec-
ommendations developed by Oct. 31 and
a final report to the governor by the end of

the year.

“From the onset of Fighter Country
Coalition, we have worked vigorously as
adynamic group with the single goal of
protecting-the mission of Luke Air Force
Base,” Scruggs told coalition members.
“As chair of Fighter Country Coalition, T
sincerely appreciate the time and resource-
fulness each member has committed to
our shared purpose ... We will reconvene
in the future as our role in protecting the
mission of Luke Air Force Base moves to
the next level.” P

Goodyear Mayor Jim Cavanaugh is the
acting chairman of Fighter Country Coali-
tion while Scruggs is away the next couple
of weeks.

“T"m very supportive of Mayor Seruggs’
position, and I think the other mayors
were also,” Cavanaugh said of the deci-
sion to focus the coalition’s efforts on

working with the governor’s task force.
*“The coalition over the long term is not
changing; only over the short term.”

Cavanaugh said it’s critical that the
coalition dedicate its efforts to facilitate
the Military Facilities Task Force’s work,
adding that he’ll continue to work with the
coalition on its new short-term mission.

“If we can come up with an agreement
with the other mayors, and convince the
task force of its merit, maybe we can get
some money from the state” to help pre-
serve Luke, Cavanaugh said.

After the task force makes it final
recommendations to the governor, Fighter
Country Coalition, as it originally was
formed; will return to its former Luke
advocacy role, he added.

Darryl Henning can be reached by e-mail
at dhenning @westvalleyview.com.
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Glory be! The Surprise City Council is ﬁnally acting
like it wants to keep Luke Air Force Base around for a
while (someone better check the thermometer in Hell,
because it might be approaching 32 degrees Fahrenhelt)
The Northwest Valley city for years has been approving
residential developments in the Luke noise zone with wild
abandon. The actions came despite the protests of leaders
in virtually every other Valley city, who are concerned
that residential encroachment endangers Luke’s mission
of training F-16 ﬁghter pilots, and puts the base in jeop-
ardy of being targeted in the next round of military base
closures. However, last week Surprise gave preliminary
approval to rezoning some acreage in the noise contours
from one-house-per-acre res:
friendly commercial, industrial al z
1t’s a small step, but at least it’s a small step in the right-
direction. . X ‘
Too bad the Surprise council didn’t grow a backbone
before Luke was forced to close its northern departure
corridor when the city allowed too many homes to be
built in noise-sensitive areas. ;
- Although that damage can’t be undone, at least now it
looks like Surprise’s leaders have come to their senses
and won’t give any developers the OK to build homes on
Luke’s runways.

Our Viewpoint edztortals represent the opinions of the West
Valley View editorial board.

E&FF-IﬁS avoid
private land?

To the editor:

Some people do not under-
stand — we live in Tonopah,
under VR231, a military training
route (MTR) some 30 miles west
of Luke.

We did not sign any nor were
we presented any noise waiv-
ers because we are so far from
Luke. MTRs and their related
activity levels are virtually secret.

All we want is the MTR shifted
one-half mile to the north, over
public land. We do not want Luke
to go away. But Luke’s failure
to make even extremely minor

_accommodations seals its fate.

Does anybody else think it is rea-
sonable for groups of two or more
armed planies at 500-plus mph to
fly right over my house, especially
when there is totally vacant land
immediately to the north? If you
do, come see how my 2-year-old
daughter likes it, and be sure to visit
the plane crash site on my property.

David Mueller
e Tonopah




