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Growth is still
our No. 1 story

The West Valley’s top story of 2003 was growth. Yes,
we’re starting to sound like a broken record, but it’s a
broken record that still has a pretty good sound to it.

The top story every year in recent years has been the
ongoing development of the West Valley. It will continue
to be the most important story for many years — maybe
even decades — to come.

Each of the Southwest Valley’s five cities had other
big stories this year, but almost all of them were tied to
growth issues one way or another:

Avondale had an election in which voters approved a
half-cent sales tax. The revenue will beused-to beef up
the city’s public safety departments because rapid growth
had left the police and fire departments strung out thin.

Buckeye’s biggest stories (not counting the mayor’s
run-in with the law) involved growth — the annexation
of the land on which the future Douglas Ranch commu-
nity will be built, and the start of Verrado at the base of
the White Tank Mountains. Although this paper opposed
Buckeye’s annexation of the Douglas Ranch project, it
and Verrado will be communities by which all future Ari-
zona developments will be judged.

Tolleson is the center of transportation issues, all of
which are related to growth. The Valley needs new free-
ways to handle all of its new residents; and-the Arizona
Department of Transportation is eyeing Tolleson for its
South Mountain Freeway.

Goodyear bought Duncans’ Family Farm, which was
forced to- move because it was in Luke Air Force Base’s
so-called crash zone. The need to protect Luke from
encroachment that might adversely affect its mission is
tied to growth — if West Valley municipalities allow too
much development too near the base, then Luke could go
away in‘the Department of Defense’s next round of base
closures. (Although the criteria for base closures that were
released last week seem to indicate Luke is off the hook
— at least in the near future:)

Even land-locked Litchfield Park got caught up in a
growth-related controversy after the Maricopa County
Board of Supervisors approved the use permits for a race-
track that can be heard by some Park residents.

Growth ean sometimes be a painful process, but without
growing pains, nothing — whether young cities or young
people — would ever reach maturity.

Our Viewpoint editorials represent the opinions of the West
Valley View editorial board, which is composed of Publisher
Elliott Freireich, Managing Editor Jim Painter, Assistant Man-
aging Editor Darryl Henning and News Editor Cary Hines.



West Valley View   31 Dec 03   A6

