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has room
for hope

Base-closure criteria
seems to leave
installation off the hook

by Darryl Henning
assistant managing editor

It may be only the first inning of a possible
extra-inning game, but the prospects of Luke Air
Force Base being closed by the Department of
Defense’s Base Realignment and Closure Com-
mission in 2005 dimmed a bit as 2003 ended.

That’s when the DOD released the preliminary
criteria the BRAC will apply in reviewing the pos-
sible closure of 25 percent of the country’s military
stallations. At first blush, the criteria would
appear to be favorable to Luke’s sustainability.

Atleast U.S. Rep.-Trent Franks, R-District
2 thought se, calling them “an early Christmas
present”’ when.the guidelines were released Dec.
23. They Teft room for Luke to be judged on its
military merit, which is ample, Franks said,

‘When Goodyear Mayor Jim Cavanaugh was.
contacted, however, he said he “lacked exuber-
ance about the announced critefia.

““The criteria spoke of mission accomplish-
ment and the capability of the base to.be
used for joint service activities. A subset of
T on accomplishnient is encroachment,”
said the mayor, aformer Air Force base com-
mander. “There’s no doubt that Luke has been
encroached — to the north; to its Aux 1 [aux-
iliary field north of Surprise]*-and to-a lesser
extent, near the'base’s southern departure cor-
ridor; he added.

“We can’t have any more of it,” Cavanaugh
said emphatically. “The word [encroachment]
was not used, though, and’T am pleased by that.
Could it have been worse? Maybe.”

Still; anaugh. s just:as concerned about
Luke’s viability as he was before the base-closure
ctiteria were released, he said. As far as Luke’s
viability for joint service operations, it has the
potential.
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“The A-10s, if they’re continued, could
maybe be moved to Luke;” Cavanaugh
said, thinking out loud about the A-10
fighter plane joining F-16 aircraft at Luke.
“And Army choppers probably could
come in — they do training in Arizona,
And the F-35 [next generation fighter
plane] would make for an outstanding
joint training opportunity, I think.”

Cavanaugh praised the abilities of the
communities surrounding Luke to be able
to support the base — another of the DOD
base-closure guidelines.

“We have the housing, restaurants and
equipment-purchasing opportunities to
serve the base well,” he said.

The proposed guidelines are open for
public comment until Jan, 28.

Comments should be sent to: Office of
the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for
Installations & Environment, Attn: Peter
Potochney, director, Base Realignment
and Closure, Room 3D814, Pentagon,
Washingtori, D.C. 20301-3300. Com-
ments also may be faxed to 703-695-1496.

The comments, mailed or faxed, should
make reference to the proposed criteria
published Dec. 23 in the Federal Register.

By Feb. 16, the DOD will release its
final base closure criteria, which will be
published in the Federal Register. Con- -
gress then will have until March 15 to take
action on the final criteria.

Darryl Henning can be reached by e-mail
at dlienning @westvalleyview.com
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