Senate Bill 1120

Background:
In 1999, the Legislature authorized the formation and operation of agriculture preservation districts for the purpose of maintaining and encouraging agricultural uses of land and preserving open space uses without impairment of private property rights.  

  
What S.B. 1120 does: 
 
· Appropriated $1 million in FY 2001-2002 (reduced to $500,000 in 2002) from the state general fund to the Department of Commerce to develop comprehensive land use plans in the noise and accident potential zones surrounding active military airports.

· Appropriated $2 million (unfunded in 2002) from the state general fund to the Department of Agriculture in FY 2002-2003 for long-term support of agriculture preservation districts.

· Requires the Department of Commerce to use private planning agencies and consultants to identify acceptable and feasible uses of land surrounding military airports while taking into account the economic viability of those uses.

· Requires the planning agencies and consultants to give priority attention to military airports in Maricopa County and communicate and consult with affected landowners, affected counties and municipalities and other interested parties.

· Increases the maximum term of a lease of development rights by a district from 5-year terms, which are renewable, to 25-year terms with incremental five-year reviews by the district board of directors.

To view the entire bill, click here

http://www.azleg.state.az.us/legtext/45leg/1r/summary/h.sb1120_5-01-01_astransmittedtogovernor.doc.htm 
